VARIOUS    OCCASIONS

Emerald Isle in all its beauty and alighted on Loch Erne, an
ideal flying-boat base.

I resumed my round of visits, many of which took me to
stations which had previously been under me in Training Com-
mand. It was interesting to see how they had developed. Blackpool
had turned out to be a great success and was well on the way to
achieving its peak figure of 40,000 trainees of various sorts. The
landladies were doing their job nobly.

In London the various big blocks of fiats round the Regent's
Park area housed an Aircrew Receiving Centre with a total
population of 6,500. A portion of them fed at a zoo restaurant and
many of them used the Y.M.C.A. at 6, Avenue Road, the peace-
time home of Lord and Lady Forces.

Many of these aircrew recruits came from the Air Training
Corps. This pre-entry voluntary training scheme was working well
and it certainly helped to produce very good material for the
R.A.F. From Regent's Park the recruits went to Initial Training
Wings. These I.T.W. were now established at various seaside
resorts and under Air Commodore Critchley were providing, in
a few weeks' course, physically fit young men, well disciplined,
with an elementary knowledge of their future jobs and ready for
the next stage in their flying career which took them to Canada.
I spent Christmas at Torquay with an LT.W., and it was an
inspiring occasion for I have seldom seen such enthusiasm for
work, drill and recreation as these lads were showing. What a pity
that only a great emergency can produce such a spirit in our young
men.

In December (1941) it was suggested that I should go to
Australia and New Zealand via Canada and the 1LS.A. on a
liaison visit, but Pearl Harbour happened on December 7th and
my trip had to be cancelled.

It now seemed to me that there was a limit to my usefulness
as an Inspector-General. There already existed a very efficient
one. It was improbable that, with the new arrangement of
Supreme Commanders in the various theatres of war, I should
receive an active command. The Air Force list showed too many
Air CMef Marshals. It was time to make way for the younger Air
Marshals and Air Vice-Marshals, many of them of high calibre
and with a fine record of war service. The Air Ministry accepted
my offer to retire, and I left the active list at the aid of February
1942. .

In March I contested a by-election at Granthara as a Gon-
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